Colonial Caste System
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At the top of the hierarchy were people

who had been born in Spain (sometimes
called Gauchupines). Most administrative
officials belonged to this group.
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The Criollos were people of pure Spanish
descent who had been born in the
Americas. Criollos did not occupy the top
administrative posts, but they dominated
the Catholic church and political
bureaucracies, owned land and mines
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Below the Criollos were mestizos, people
of mixed Indian, European, and often
Negro descent. Mestizos were considered
racially inferior, and although "free," they
were usually without power.

African blacks were imported and used as
slaves. In addition, in some countries,
Indians were also enslaved.





