EL TIEMPO PRETERITO - MAS INFORMACION

1. Spelling changes in the preterite tense.

There are some verbs that are regular in the preterite tense except that they have a spelling change in
the 1st person singular (yo) form of the verb. This includes verbs with infinitive endings of -car, -gar

and -zar.

car = qué

buscar - yo busqué
marcar - yo marqué
practicar - yo practiqué
sacar - yo saqué
tocar - yo toqué

gar = gué
jugar - yo jugué
llegar - yo llegué
pagar - yo pagué

2. The preterite tense of ser and_ir.
These verbs have the same form in the preterite, but you should be able to tell the meaning from the

zar = cé

empezar - yo empecé
lanzar - yolancé
calzar - yo calcé

context. There are no accents in the yo and él/ella/usted forms. Ser is not used very much in the
preterite. MEMORIZE THESE VERBS.

subject present tense preterite tense present tense preterite tense

of ser of ser of ir of ir

yo soy fui voy fui

ta eres fuiste vas fuiste

él

ella es fue va fue

usted

nosotros sSomos fuimos vamos fuimos

nosotras

vosotros sois fuisteis vais fuisteis

vosotras

ellos

ellas son fueron van fueron

ustedes

3. The preterite tense of dar and_ver.

The preterite forms of the verbs dar and ver are the same as those of regular -er and -ir verbs. Notice,
however, that no accents are needed in the yo and él/ella/usted forms.
subject present tense preterite tense present tense preterite tense
of dar of dar of ver of ver

yo doy di veo vi

tu das diste ves viste

él

ella da dio ve vio

usted

nosotros damos dimos vemos vimos

nosotras

vosotros dais disteis veis visteis

vosotras

ellos

ellas dan dieron ven vieron

ustedes
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